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Subpart F—Drug Testing 
Laboratories

§ 40.81 What laboratories may be used 
for DOT drug testing? 

(a) As a drug testing laboratory lo-
cated in the U.S., you are permitted to 
participate in DOT drug testing only if 
you are certified by HHS under the Na-
tional Laboratory Certification Pro-
gram (NLCP) for all testing required 
under this part. 

(b) As a drug testing laboratory lo-
cated in Canada or Mexico which is not 
certified by HHS under the NLCP, you 
are permitted to participate in DOT 
drug testing only if: 

(1) The DOT, based on a written rec-
ommendation from HHS, has approved 
your laboratory as meeting HHS lab-
oratory certification standards or 
deemed your laboratory fully equiva-
lent to a laboratory meeting HHS lab-
oratory certification standards for all 
testing required under this part; or 

(2) The DOT, based on a written rec-
ommendation from HHS, has recog-
nized a Canadian or Mexican certifying 
organization as having equivalent lab-
oratory certification standards and 
procedures to those of HHS, and the 
Canadian or Mexican certifying organi-
zation has certified your laboratory 
under those equivalent standards and 
procedures. 

(c) As a laboratory participating in 
the DOT drug testing program, you 
must comply with the requirements of 
this part. You must also comply with 
all applicable requirements of HHS in 
testing DOT specimens, whether or not 
the HHS requirements are explicitly 
stated in this part. 

(d) If DOT determines that you are in 
noncompliance with this part, you 
could be subject to PIE proceedings 
under Subpart R of this part. If the De-
partment issues a PIE with respect to 
you, you are ineligible to participate in 
the DOT drug testing program even if 
you continue to meet the requirements 
of paragraph (a) or (b) of this section.

§ 40.83 How do laboratories process in-
coming specimens? 

As the laboratory, you must do the 
following when you receive a DOT spec-
imen: 

(a) You are authorized to receive 
only the laboratory copy of the CCF. 
You are not authorized to receive other 
copies of the CCF nor any copies of the 
alcohol testing form. 

(b) You must comply with applicable 
provisions of the HHS Guidelines con-
cerning accessioning and processing 
urine drug specimens. 

(c) You must inspect each specimen 
and CCF for the following ‘‘fatal 
flaws:’’ 

(1) The specimen ID numbers on the 
specimen bottle and the CCF do not 
match; 

(2) The specimen bottle seal is broken 
or shows evidence of tampering, unless 
a split specimen can be redesignated 
(see paragraph (g) of this section); 

(3) The collector’s printed name and 
signature are omitted from the CCF; 
and 

(4) There is an insufficient amount of 
urine in the primary bottle for anal-
ysis, unless the specimens can be redes-
ignated (see paragraph (g) of this sec-
tion). 

(d) When you find a specimen meet-
ing the criteria of paragraph (c) of this 
section, you must document your find-
ings and stop the testing process. Re-
port the result in accordance with 
§ 40.97(a)(3) . 

(e) You must inspect each CCF for 
the presence of the collector’s signa-
ture on the certification statement in 
Step 4 of the CCF. Upon finding that 
the signature is omitted, document the 
flaw and continue the testing process. 

(1) In such a case, you must retain 
the specimen for a minimum of 5 busi-
ness days from the date on which you 
initiated action to correct the flaw. 

(2) You must then attempt to correct 
the flaw by following the procedures of 
§ 40.205(b)(1). 

(3) If the flaw is not corrected, report 
the result as rejected for testing in ac-
cordance with § 40.97(a)(3). 

(f) If you determine that the speci-
men temperature was not checked and 
the ‘‘Remarks’’ line did not contain an 
entry regarding the temperature being 
outside of range, you must then at-
tempt to correct the problem by fol-
lowing the procedures of § 40.208. 

(1) In such a case, you must continue 
your efforts to correct the problem for
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